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fulfilment, but it was now admitted that it was an impossible
foundation for the new Europe. That profound current of con-
demnatory opinion German statesmanship had singularly failed
to use because it had never devised anything more than a hand-
to-mouth policy of avoiding the immediate evil and had allowed
excitable elements in the state to make its use impossible. There
had hardly ever been a time when Germany had a clear case
for negotiation and revision, but it had been ruined by ill-con-
sidered action on the part of sections for whom the government
were nominally responsible. So long as the Right claimed the
privilege of pursuing a policy of their own and disowning all
responsibility for it to home or foreign opinion,, so long was it
quite impossible for a German government to confront Germany's
enemies with a German policy. Every party, every statesman,
every politician even, and not a few laymen, had a policy of sorts,
but nowhere was there a German policy because there never had
been a government that could or would speak for Germany, that
is the sober majority of German citizens. His own policy was
a German policy and consisted first and foremost in what sounds
obvious, but was in the circumstances nearly impossible, the simple
formula that the business of a government is to govern. There
must be only one policy in Germany, and not only must the
unofficial policies go but their authors must be restrained by law
from trying to carry them out. The first essential was to show
the Allies that Germany had a government which could do what
it said it would do.

What it would do was a different matter. He had made up his
own mind that there was only one possible solution of the Ruhr
difficulty and that was to renounce the whole policy of resistance.
No half-measures would suffice. The Ruhr was an open sore from
which Germany's life blood was draining, and in which sinister
and selfish interests were wallowing like devouring maggots. He
proposed, if he were called upon, to form a government on the
basis of surrender, the boldest step that any republican statesman
ever took, a decision that he knew might very well be equivalent
to signing his own death warrant. He proposed, if he had a
parliamentary majority, to impose that basis by force on recal-